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Medium: 

Computer Moving Image File 

Director: 
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Running time 
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4:32 
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Summary of reasons for decision: 

This publication tends to promote and support acts of torture and the infliction of extreme 
violence and extreme cruelty, and is therefore deemed to be objectionable under s3(2)(f) of the 
Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). 

The publication is a video file depicting a young woman being pursued by a mob, beaten and 
then set on fire and burnt to death. The video is graphic and disturbing and records a real act of 





murder. It is framed in such a way that the viewer is forced to register and be graphically 
confronted by the extreme cruelty and violence taking place. It shows the brutal attack from start 
to finish. The person filming the video is a voyeuristic participant in the mob violence, and 
through the camera the viewer is also invited to participate voyeuristically. There is nothing 
within the publication to condemn what is being shown (in contrast to some heavily edited 
versions of this video that are available online including on some news sites). The publication 
therefore must be said to at least tend to promote and support acts of torture and the infliction 
of extreme violence and extreme cruelty. The classification of this publication interferes with the 
right to freedom of expression as affirmed by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, but this 
is an outcome that is consistent with Parliament's intention that publications falling under s3(2) 
of the FVPC Act are deemed to be objectionable. 



